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The Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society’s 
AOth Annual Candlelight Tour: The Sights & Sounds of Christmas 


We are so thanktul to be able to bring this Sights and Sounds tour to you all. This is our fortieth 
year showcasing the historic homes and buildings that make up our lovely town and this tour 
represents so much tor our Historical Society. Not only is Candlelight Tour our biggest and most 
important fundraiser of the year, it 1s a fulfillment of our mission to teach and promote the history 
of Suffolk to the public. Without the support of this tour and your continued memberships The 


Suttolk-Nansemond Historical Society ma iy not be able to continue fulfilling our mission. So we 
must say again, Thank You! 


This year’s houses and activities: 


A great place to start and end your Candlelight Tour is at our Phillips-Dawson House headquarters. 
Here you can purchase tickets if you haven't already, make your selections from our Sugar Plum 
Kitchen, and grab a refreshment before you head out into the cold. Parking is available on the street 
as well as in the city lot behind our headquarters. As a special bonus this year we have partnered 
with a number of Downtown Suffolk restaurants to offer 10% off your meal when you present your 
Candlelight Tour ticket. Present your ticket for your discount between December 3-10: 


Amicis—157 East Washington Street 

East Coast Taco Company—116 East Washington Street 
Plaid Turnip—115 North Main Street 

Harper’s Table—122 North Main Street 

Baron’s Pub—185 North Main Street 

Mosaic—110 Finney Avenue 

Stillwater House Tea Room—201 Prentis Street 

Hilton Garden Inn--100 East Constance Street 





2016 Candlelight Tour Sponsors (as 
of 11/14/2016): 


$250 Sponsors: 


The Addison Group ag 


the addison group _ 


Birdsong Peanuts 








THECARR 
Carr Investment Group IMROUR. 


Yi 
y, of Weil: Fargo Advisors iv 


M20 


Chorey & Associates 


I. 


ki & Associates Realty, Ltd. a) 


Ralph Nahra 


$100 Sponsors: 

Cross Management 

Harbour View Oral & Facial Surgery 
Saunders & Ojeda, P.C. 


$50 Sponsors: 


William C. Johnson, Attorney at Law 


If you do not see your name or company’s 
contribution listed please contact us at: 


info @suffolkhistory.org 


Due to our tight timeframe to get this 
newsletter to print we have listed only those 
sponsors whose payments have been received as 
of the time of printing. Thank you ALL for your 
support and care for our annual fundraiser. 


All donations and sponsorships are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. 











‘Letter from the Director: | 


Happy holidays to 
each and every one 
of you! I sincerely 
hope that you get 
the chance to spend 
time with those 


closest to you this | - 


holiday season. 


We Wewe the honor of hosting 
Our =4O@en Candlelight Tour this 
Veareenis year brings a 
wonderful mix of homes, 
chureémes, and historic 
‘buildings. And how can we call 
lt theme siagaes & sounds” of 
Christmas without mentioning 
the music that will be 





showcased throughout the tour. | 


‘Thame tyou for Continuing to 
Suppore your Historical 
society at the holidays and 
throughout the year. 


I have also been lucky to be 
‘th@erecipiene of your SuUppOErE 
during my time as Executive 
Director. The time has come, 
lhowever, for me to pass the 
CoOrcnh “Of leadership. 2016 “wile 





be my last with the Historical | 


DOCLELY aS LL -Eransitien LO a 
new position... willctake the 
many lessons I learned here 
with me into the future and I 
will always appreciate the 
people I have been fortunate 
enough to meet and work with 
while héres Ll know you will 
continue "to give "your support 
co my Successor and I look 
forward to seeing just how far 
this SOcLetywean go! 








Thank you for everything. 


—Ashley Nicole “Nikki” 
Lorenzen, M.A. 











} 





Pinner, Bank, and Franklin Street Attractions: 


The Withers-Beatty House 

214 Pinner Street 

Built by Mr. and Mrs. John Thornton Withers in 1910, this home was the social 
hub of the family for almost half a century. Mrs. Withers (Phoebe Jones) was a 
daughter of the Jones’ who lived at the corner of Bank and 
Pinner Streets so family visits were easily accomplished. 
Wedding receptions for each of their four daughters were held 
in this large home. Now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Beatty, 
the Colonial Revival home remains a beautiful example of 
fine craftsmanship. 14 rooms and 3 1/2 baths sit above the 
basement and lovely gardens make this home a peaceful 
retreat from downtown. 






The Phillips-Dawson House (SNHS Headquarters) 

137 Bank Street 

The land on which the house was built was purchased from D.C. Harrell in 
1881 by Horace B. Phillips. It is unknown whether the lot had a house on it 
at that time or if Mr. Phillips had a new home constructed. However, it is 
clear from the 1889 Sanborn Insurance map of Suffolk that the original 
house at 137 Bank was roughly two rooms deep with a side hall which was 
typical of Suffolk homes at that time. The entrance to the home was also 
originally facing Franklin Street. The later 1897 Sanborn map indicates that the bay wing and side 
entrance on Bank Street were added in the interim. It wasn’t until the 1920s that the original 
Franklin Street entrance and porch was removed and the Bank Street entrance was enlarged to be 
the primary entry way to the home. Although the house was originally finished in exposed brick it 
has since been covered in stucco after major renovations. 





The Truitt-Crumpler--Baker Mansion 

204 Bank Street 

This grand home was built in 1909 on the corner of Grace 
and Bank Streets. Built for lumber magnate George W. 
Truitt it comes as no surprise that the home features 
beautiful woodwork and flooring. 20+ rooms make up 
this immense home which boasts its very own ballroom 
and parlor with a musicians’ gallery. In 1958 a Bank Street 
native, William Crumpler, purchased the home where he 
lived with his family. The Crumpler family remained in 
the house until the 2012 when Ruth Baker purchased it at 
auction with the intent to transform the neglected building into a bed and breakfast. 








Trinity Christian Church 
128 Franklin Street 
Built in 1924 as a Presbyterian church, Trinity Christian Church was 
founded in 1964. This is their first time opening for tour and we hope 
you can all visit and wish them a warm welcome! 
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Main Street Attractions: 





Historic US Post Office (now PretlowJackson, a professional corporation) |< | 
200 North Main Street 

This Renaisance style building is the only example of a monumental 
dressed stone building on Main Street. Built in 1911 as a Post Office the 
building was closed in 1987 and is now a law office. 





Main Street Methodist Church 

202 North Main Street 

Construction on this building was completed in 1916 and it is said to have been 
modeled after the Durham Cathedral in England. Stained glass windows featured 
in the church tell the life of Christ. In 1953 a two story educational building was 
erected and the current building is the third for the church on this site. The 
church’s architecture is an unusual combination of both Gothic and Tudor styles. 


St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

213 North Main Street 

“Five church buildings, in five distinct locations, have served St. Paul's throughout 
its history, including its present home. |...| The present 1895 Gothic- 
style church building is filled with relics from many periods of the 
past and reminds us not only of the historical struggles of our nation, 
but of our long history of building faith in downtown Suffolk. Major 
additions and alterations were made to the building in 1914, 1922, and 
1964. Many of the features of the current sanctuary date to 
renovations from the 1960s. The chapel, added in 1989, features 
several important pieces from the distant past, including wooden 
tablets displaying the Lord's Prayer, Apostles' Creed, and the Ten 
Commandments.” 

(excerpt from www.stpaulssuffolk.com/history.htm) 





} Photo from St. Paul’s Facebook Page 
- ; “sats: ‘ 4 ea = : 





Suffolk Christian Church 
216 North Main Street | . 
The first church was built on this site around 1860 and was replaced eee Photo from Virginia.org 
by the present building in the 1890s. By the 1920s, however, the Bie 
facade had been changed to create the Romanesque building seen 
today. Their sanctuary displays a series of the matching, original 
Victorian stained glass windows and curved pews bring congregants 
close to the minister and make the wide space intimate. 





The Van Valkenburgh House 

(now Edward Jones financial advising) 

220 North Main Street 

While we are uncertain as to exactly when this fine home was 
built, we do know it was once the home of Richard Seth Eley and 
his wife, Eliza Priscilla Riddick Eley. The couple moved into the 
home after their marriage in 1866 and it remained in their family 
for five generations ending with Elizabeth Campbell van 
Valkenburgh. The home has had a few owners since including the 
Suffolk Christian Church, the Snyders (who moved the home 80 feet north to save 
it from demolition), and more recently it is the home of Edward Jones’ Justin 
Sorensen. The house is made of heart-pine and you can still see some of the hand 
wrought nails in the floors. 









Main Street Attractions Continued: 


1890s era 


First Baptist Church 

237 North Main Street 

In 1836, after moving from its first location at the end of 
Mahan Street, Suffolk Baptist Church (as it was named at 
the time) came to its current location on Main Street. In 
1929, 138 members withdrew from Suffolk Baptist to 
form the West End Baptist Church and Suffolk Baptist 
changed its name to First Baptist Church. The current 
church building is the third for the current site and is 
still in use today. 





The Prentis House 

321 North Main Street 

One of the oldest standing homes in Suffolk, the 
Prentis House was purchased by Peter Bowdoin Prentis 
from Dr. John Thompson Kilby on December 21, 1857. 
During the Union occupation of Suffolk during the 
Civil War, Mrs. Prentis, then a clerk for the 
Nansemond County Court, was arrested and help 7 
hostage with other prominent Suffolkians, to ensure the town’s cooperation — 


with the troops. Prentis was later returned safely and resumed his position with the court. 









Seaboard Station Railroad Museum 

326 North Main Street 

This Queen Anne style station was built in 1885 and has remained 
basically unchanged over the years. The station was used for a 
freight office for several years by CSX and then it was abandoned. In 
1994 a disastrous fire occurred and the station was in danger of 
being demolished. At that time the Suffolk- Nansemond Historical 
Society began a movement to "Save Our Station". After several years 
of fundraising efforts by the Society and in partnership with the City 
of Suffolk, grants were obtained and the renovation began. The 
station officially opened in August of 2000. Many original features were saved and restored such as 
the doors, windows, coffered ceiling, fireplace and porch. 





Riddick’s Folly 

5910 North Main Street 

“In early 1837 a fire ravaged dozens of homes 
and outbuildings at the north end of Main Street 
in Suffolk. Out of the ashes of that fire Mr. Mills 
Riddick built their home that is known today as 
Riddick’s Folly. During the Union occupation of ye 
Suffolk the house served as headquarters of Ly 
Major General John J. Peck and his staff of ‘a 
Union Army officers. Riddick descendants | 
continued to live in the home until 1967 when i 
the house and grounds were sold to Nansemond | a 
County for use as office space. In 1977, , = ae 

Riddick’s Folly was established as a facility for cultural events in Suffolk. 
In 1988 and 1989 the house underwent an extensive privately funded 
restoration and became Suffolk’s only house museum.” (excerpt from 
www.riddicksfolly.org) 
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Calendar of Events 


December 3rd: 


December 3rd: 


December 4th: 


December 10th: 


February 7th: 


February 2 Ist: 


A0th Annual Candlelight Tour 
3pm-7pm 
Pinner, Bank, Franklin & Main 


Toys-for-Tots Toy Drive 
Train Station Museum 
326 Main Street 


40th Annual Candlelight Tour 
3pm-7pm 
Pinner, Bank, Franklin & Main 


Story Time at the Train Station 
10:30am 
Suffolk Public Library 


Afternoon Conversations 
Lecture with Mark Summers of 
Jamestown 

137 Bank Street 

2pm 


Black History Month Lecture 
with 

Therbia Parker 

137 Bank Street 

2pm 


Trick-or-Treat @ 
Touch-A-Truck!: 


This year’s Touch-A-Truck was a smashing success! Thank 
you so much to all who came out with their kids to support 
us. And thank you as well to our generous sponsors who 
donated their time and equipment to our event. We couldn't 
have done it without you! 








Thanks to our 2016 
corporate members: 


Phillips-Dawson Circle ($5,000+) 
AMADBAS 


22 INDUSTRIES 


Bank Street Circle ($2,500+) 








Birdsong PEANUTS 
Nansemond Circle ($1,000+) 





FARMERS BANK 


Community Banking Perfected 


Tommy O’Connor 


Suffolk Circle ($500+) 


‘LW's Lawn Service, LLC 


car Williams 615 E. Pinner Street 
aia) PO. Box 3285 


ee Suffolk, VA 23439 
andscaping 


Services Phone (757) 925.0747 


Pape Fax (757) 925.4943 

















“We don't mind working in the heat 
and our prices just cant be beat™ 


Seaboard Circle ($250+) 


often LK 
INSURANC 


we IBIC | 
) Healthcare Foundation 


F di 


Willis Suffolk, LLC 























_ __SNHS Board 


Sandra Councill, President 
Att | Robb, ‘Treasurer 










eens Hobbs, Historian : 





Ralf sh Nahra 
Pretlow ‘Henderson 









arian ss 13 ines 
Gerri Outterbridge — = 
BeLce King Seen 






The Phillips-Dawson House 





A Home for Local History 

Street address: 137 Bank St., Suffolk, VA 23434 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1255, Suffolk VA 23439 
Phone: 757-539-278 1 

Email: info@suffolkhistory.org 
www.suffolkhistory.org 

Nicole Lorenzen, Executive Director 





Suffolk’s Most Recognizable Landmark 

Street address: 326 N. Main St., Suffolk, VA 23434 
Mailing address: P. O. Box 1255, Suffolk, VA 23439 
Phone: 757-923-4750 

Lucas Tiffany, Train Station Manager 


A104 SOPIPPRE 
HOLS UILPY YMON O16 
WAST, PEQUWY, WONG Puwoqeag ay | 
WANS UL YON OE 
SSOP] SUA OYE 
“MUI UILY YON Z¢ 
ypunysy asradugy asatg 
“AIS UN YON /¢7 
SSOP Manquayyea uy oy 
SAUOL PPMP ANS UTEY YUON OTT 
YyUNysy GeASUYs) YONG 
HANS UNIY YON O17 
young) pudoosidsy syne ag 
WANG UNA YMON C17 
(ny?) BSIPOLaAY Pang uy 
m= IOANIS UILyW Yon 707 
wos Ny Mw DR | “WOT | Ai rh] MHO) wer] 
PIC) BOT PICHHIOMIG UE HON O07 
qounys) uensysy Anup 
WIG UNPYULS] QT] 


JOC NY SW 
VORULY BIN AY —Pans yuUg $07 


ASHOPL, HOSE sl MULL 
SHNS 4S AUG LET 


(vag) UIAIEPY SAO IY 
WANG UU PIT 


ef ll tals >of Ld (ei 
BIO'AIOISHYPH[OHNS © T8LZ'6ES'LSL 


oo —————— asnop] uosmecysdypyy ap We 
PRA SS AR oe Ajuo ayquyieae syayon ‘skep no} UE 


s UOSpoq "VY 
AUBINSUT YONG 


INUI-) JONSIA YJOHNS 


wunasnyy peorreYy UonRIg prwoqras 
SJOPNKY) IPT, 


(mo Jo Aep) ¢7$ 
(aouvApe) uosiad s9d O7$ 


S.LAAOLL 


widgo?) - wdgor¢ 
f taquissaq] ‘Aepuns 
¢ Jaquiadeq] ‘Aepanjeg 
| | SVWWLSTYHD JO SANQOS GNV SLHDIS IHL 


| mney WD 
‘TV! 


ONNV H.LOV 


oy} sjuoso1d 


AJOIIOS [BITIOISIF, PUOWIsueN-yJOHING 





O 
a2 
© 
= 
a 
© 
fata 
4 
Z 
© 
z 


=0 
Z 
oa 
op 
© 
—_ 
Y) 
= 


PAID 
SUFFOLK, VA 
PERMIT NO. 24 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


SUFFOLK NANSEMOND 





CH 


Virginia 234 


ffolk, 


Su 





